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Sermon-Aligned Life Group Guide
Sunday, September 7, 2025
Proverbs 29:25; Luke 10:25-37

Connection Points
1. Unwavering Hope for Athens: We have a vision of having 10,000 gospel conversations in and around Athens by the year 2030. Be praying for who you can share the gospel with in your community! When you do share the gospel with someone, place a red pin on the map in the front atrium so that your church family can celebrate alongside you! We also have a gospel conversation booklet available to give you some tips on how you can share the gospel!
Main Point
The fear of God frees us from needing people’s approval so we can truly love our neighbors, enemies, and church family as Christ has loved us.
Sermon Synopsis
The fear of man traps us in needing people’s approval, but the fear of God frees us to see people rightly—as image-bearers, neighbors, enemies to bless, and family in Christ. When God is big in our hearts, we no longer use, idolize, or fear people, but are set free to love them boldly, mercifully, and sacrificially. Because Jesus has already welcomed us, loved us as enemies, and made us His family, we can need people less and love them more.

Lean In
1. Pastor Rob spoke of seeing someone ‘out-of-place'--a teacher or athlete that caused an ‘identity shift’ in how that person was perceived. Do you have a similar memory?  

Look Down
2. Read Psalm 29:25 and remind the group the differences between the fear of man and the fear (trust) of God.  Then ask the group to use that verse as a filter as you read Luke 10: 25-28.  How should the fear of God affect how interact with those around us?

Let’s use the story of the Good Samaritan as a case study for understanding the fear of man and the fear of God.  Read Luke 10:29-37.  

3. How is the behavior of the religious leaders explained? Shouldn’t they be more willing to help than anybody?   
Leader note: Touching a dead body would make them ceremonially unclean, preventing them from performing temple duties. They may have feared he was already dead or that the attackers were still nearby or viewed the wounded man as beneath them.  Ask: What’s the best possible spin we could put on these reasons?  How is this an example of the fear of man?

4. In what particular way does the Good Samaritan embody Luke 10:27?  Does the story explicitly say the Good Samaritan loves God?  Is that fair to assume?  (Cf. 1 John 2:3-6.)

5. Who took the risk in this story—the Good Samaritan or the religious leaders? Who comes across more secure and who comes across as insecure? What do these dynamics suggest about the fear of the Lord and risk?  
Leader note: The fear of the Lord gives us security and freedom to love others.  
 
Look In
6. When have you withdrawn or retaliated instead of loving someone who hurt you?

7. How have you see the “fear of man” sneaking into your relationships inside the church? By:

a. Comparison: I wish I had her gifts … I wish people noticed me the way they notice him.”
b. Division: “I’m with this leader, not that one … I like this group, not them.”
c. Isolation: “I don’t want to open up, because what if people see the real me and reject me?”


Look Out
8. In what ways might the world misinterpret the actions of the Good Samaritan?  (E.g., How might the world perceive Disaster Relief efforts or a personal act of kindness?)  What could we do to help them interpret correctly?   

9. Can you think of someone specifically in your world who would benefit if they had an ‘Identity Shift’ in your mind?  Would someone in our circles stand to gain if we saw them as bearing the image of God rather than as an object, a threat, a dictator, or god?  


Gospel Conversation Starters
1. “Why do you think so many of us care so much about what other people think? Do you think it’s possible to ever feel truly secure without needing constant approval? 
=> Jesus says in John 8:32, “You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

2. “Have you ever had a moment where the way you saw someone totally changed — maybe you realized you had been seeing them wrong or not seeing everything about them? Do you think anyone has ever done that for you?”  Is it possible that God could be seen in a different light from how you have viewed him up to now?”

3. “What does it take for enemies to live at peace with each other?  What does it take for enemies to not only be at peace but to be reconciled?” The Samaritans were estranged from the Jews yet Jesus holds out love as the best course of action. Are you familiar with the story of the Good Samaritan?” 




Closing Prayer
Father, thank You that in Christ we are freed from the trap of needing people’s approval. You know us, love us, and call us Your own. Help us see our neighbors as image-bearers to serve, our enemies as opportunities for mercy, and our church as family to cherish. Root us in holy fear of You, so that we need people less but love them more. Send us out filled with Christ’s love, ready to reflect Him this week. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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